BEER MIDDLE SCHOOL

COURSE SYLLABUS / CLASS EXPECTATIONS
Course:

Math Course 3                                     School Phone:   (586) 574-3175        
Teacher:

Mr. R. Cetkovic                                   E-mail:         rcetkovic@wcskids.net
Room:

            Room: 309

Textbook:

Mathematics Course 3, Holt McDougal 
Prerequisite:

Math Course 2
Course Description:  This course builds off the concepts taught in Math Course 2 and continues to emphasize estimation, mental math, and computation skills and introduces the necessary preliminary algebraic concepts for preparation for more formal algebra presentation in Grade 9.
Supplies:  3 ring binder, 2 subject spiral notebook (1st half for class notes and 2nd half for homework) or loose-leaf paper, graphing calculator, pen, pencil, and highlighter.

Expectations/Homework:  The best way to learn Math is to complete your homework.  You can expect 3 to 5 assignments per week.  You will be asked to pay close attention and take notes in class in order to have your assignments completed on time.  You will be expected to keep all current and past assignments, and class work organized in a 3 ring binder. Relevant assignments, quizzes, and tests will accompany each chapter.  BRING YOUR BOOK, NOTEBOOK, PENCIL AND 3 RING BINDERS TO CLASS EVERYDAY.  It is a good idea to keep your notebook and 3 ring binders organized and up to date. If you’re not prepared for class you will be asked to leave the classroom and come back when you are ready and willing to do what you are required to do during class.  There will be no sleeping or day dreaming during class.  You are to remain in your assigned seat at all times.  There will be NO lining up at the door before the end of the hour.  I will treat all of you as young men and women.  Treat me with respect and kindness as I will do the same for you.  Also, treat one another with respect.  Be sure that you are always using appropriate language in my classroom.

Grading Policies:  All gradable items will be graded in accordance with the district grading policy.
The grading scale is as follows:

	A+
	98-100
	
	B+
	87-89
	
	C+
	77-79
	
	D+
	67-69

	A
	93-97
	
	B
	83-86
	
	C
	73-76
	
	D
	63-66

	A-
	90-92
	
	B-
	80-82
	
	C-
	70-72
	
	D-
	60-62

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Effort

No Effort
	E
F
	50-59
  0-49


Semester grades are calculated according to district rules; marking period 40% each and semester exam 20%.  

Marking period grades will be calculated on a weighted system.  The weights categories are as follows:  
Tests (55%), Quizzes (25%), and Homework (20%).

Extra Help:    Keep in mind that Mathematics Course 3 may be one of your toughest courses this year.  I advise you to seek help at the first sign of difficulty.  I will be available after school by appointment.  A sign-up sheet will be on my desk.

General Policies / Classroom Rules:  

1. Any cheating or plagiarism on a quiz or a test will result in a zero that can not be made up for all students involved and each parent will be notified of the incident.

2. If the student has an unexcused absence, he/she will not be allowed to make up the work.  It will automatically become a zero.  
3. All work is to be completed in pencil.
4. All work is due at the beginning of the hour and no late work will be accepted.

5. No student will be permitted to leave the room unless he/she has their own ID badge on a lanyard and agenda. Each student will be issued 3 hall passes per semester.  For each unused pass, 3 extra credits will be given.

6. Work must be shown in order to get credit for a problem/assignment.

7. You are responsible for obtaining work/notes missed if you are absent.  If you are absent for only 1 day, absent work must be turned in the day after it was due for the rest of the class.  Extended absences will be given more time.

8. If you miss the day of a test/quiz, you will take it the day you return.  If you miss the day before a test/quiz, you will take it on the same day as the rest of the class.  Again, extended absences will be given more time.

9. Cell phones, iPods, MP3 Players, CD players, cassette players, radios, laptops, laser pointers, cameras or any other electronic devices are not to be in use during class time.  If the phone rings or you are using it/looking at it during class time, it will be confiscated and turned in to your assistant principal.  Failure to turn over your phone will result in referral for insubordination.

10. No food, drink (except water), or candy is allowed in class at any time.  Any violating items will be discarded.

Retakes:  You will be allowed to retake a test, but in order to retake a test, students must attend a 30 – 45 minute re-teaching (tutoring) session with the teacher (me) before or after school, at the teacher’s (my) convenience, and within 1 week of receiving your test score.  The new grade will then be an average of the 2 scores.  If the 2nd is lower than the 1st score, the 1st score will be kept.  You have nothing to lose.

Behavior and Conduct:  All I really needed to know about how to behave in school I learned in kindergarten.  Since you have all been in school for eight years or more, I’m sure you know what proper behavior in school is.  As time passes, you will all find out that all my rules boil down to one thing:  “no one has a right to interfere with anybody else’s right to learn and the teacher’s right to teach,” which means we all have to behave responsibly.  This includes being on time for class, having all your materials, not talking to your classmates unless it’s time to do so, give 100% effort, etc.  Don’t waste your and others valuable class time by acting silly.  I will always do my best to not waste your time as well.

Attendance/Tardy/Skip Policies: I will follow Beer middle School’s policy regarding tardiness, absences, and skips.

This is YOUR class:
· If there is something related to mathematics that you would like to see in class, discuss it with me and I will do my best to incorporate it into our work.

· If at any time you are having difficulty with the work or with anything that is going on in class, please feel free to discuss the matter with me.  I will be glad to hear your concerns and to share mine with you.  Do NOT just complain to your friends.  A problem can only be solved if all parties involved work together.

The preceding list is non-exhaustive and can be verbally amended at any time that is necessary.  In addition, all school rules are applicable and will be followed.
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